 CARE AND FEEDING OF PANASONIC PV-GS180 MINI DV CAMCORDERS 


As a user of technology, your primary responsibility is to treat the very expensive equipment with care and respect.  It is expected that you will bring back the equipment in the same condition as when you received it.  
WARNING:  Do not ever force anything on the camera!  It is a delicate device that will break if forced. 

  

CONTENTS OF THE CAMERA BAG: 

ALWAYS check the contents of your bag each time you sign out equipment and also when you return it.  Few things are more frustrating than not being able to shoot because of missing or damaged equipment. 

         CHECK FOR… 

Ø  MiniDV camera with a lens cap 

Ø  A battery charger with attachment for plugging charger into a wall socket 

Ø  At least one, charged battery 

Ø  A spare battery 

Ø  Download cables 

  

YOU WILL ALSO NEED: 

Ø  A miniDV tape 

Ø  A tripod with its foot in place 

Ø  A microphone, microphone cable and mini phoneplug adapter, if you’re going to be doing interviews. 

  

BATTERIES: 

            Batteries should be charged, but it’s always necessary to check your camera before going on a shoot.  To do this, perform a sound and sight check. 

  

CHECKING YOUR CAMERA 

FIRST, INSERT THE BATTERY. 

            There is a concave, oblong slot at the back of the camera.  Place the battery near the bottom of the slot, with the terminals on the battery pointing upward.  Slide the battery up to the top of the slot until it locks with a “click.” 
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 NEXT, INSERT A TAPE. 

            The “Open/Eject” button will be on the top of the camera near the front.  Gently slide that button to “open”, open the door and then wait for the mechanism to open itself.  Insert your tape, flap side down, clear window facing out.  If the tape does not fit the space comfortably, chances are it has been put in incorrectly.  Do not force it into place.  When the tape seats correctly and easily into the carriage, gently push the carriage door closed with one finger until you hear a “click.”  The mechanism will then seat itself in the camera, at which time you may manually close the outer door. 

Then, slide your hand into the strap and adjust it to fit your hand comfortably. 
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THEN, TURN THE CAMERA ON. 

Ø  At top of the back of the camera above your thumb, you’ll see a slide switch marked “OFF – ON”. Move power switch to the “ON” setting by pressing down on the little blue button in the middle and sliding switch to the right. 
Ø   Below that and to the right is a thumbwheel with icons on it, called the function selector. Select camcorder mode by rotating it to the movie camera symbol. 

Ø  There are two ways to see what you are recording.  You can use the single eye lens on the top of the camera or you can use the side screen.  The side screen has an advantage over the single eye lens.  It’s easier to operate the camera and to keep track of what you’re shooting when employing the screen. 
  

FINALLY, PERFORM A SOUND AND SIGHT CHECK. 

Ø  Open side screen gently and rotate function selector to the movie camera symbol. Once you do that, the screen will show you what the camera sees. 

Ø  On the screen you should, after a 10 second pause, read the battery strength symbol.  To record, press the silver and red button by your right thumb.  The screen should now read “Record.” 

Ø  Record 30 seconds of action and sound.  Get close-ups as well as establishing shots.  Then press the red button again to stop recording. 

Ø  To review your camera check, rotate the function selector to VCR (the green triangle in a box) and rewind your tape using the VCR symbols that appear in a “donut” on the screen. Use the button in the middle of the function selector like a little joystick to navigate the VCR symbols on the “donut”.  When the tape is rewound, select “Play” and watch what you’ve recorded. 
  

  

  

  

NOTE:  If you are using the camera for more than an hour, you may also be responsible for charging the battery for the next user.  To do this, begin by folding the viewing screen in. 

  

Ø  Unload your tape at the end of a shoot by gently pressing on the “Eject/Open” button and then allow the mechanism to raise itself and open automatically.  Take out your tape and then, once again, gently close the carriage door with one finger until you hear the “click. Wait for the mechanism to retract, then close the outer door.” 

Ø  Then, take the charger labeled “Video Camera AC Adapter” and cord out of the bag. 

Ø  Plug the cord first into its slot on the charger and then into a wall socket.  
Ø  Next, remove the battery from the camera by sliding the button on the bottom rear of the camera as indicated by the arrow, sliding the battery from its slot. 

Ø  Snap the battery into its slot in the charger and note that the green charging light comes on. 

Ø  When charge is complete, as indicated by the green light extinguishing, place the battery, the charger and all cords in the accessory side of the bag. 

Ø  Check to make sure the tripod foot has been removed from the camera and reinstalled on the tripod. Anyone returning a “footless” tripod will be shot by firing squad at sunrise!! 

Ø  Check to make sure that the lens cap is firmly in place on the camera, and the camera is in the bag. 

  

  

  

  

THE END OF THE SHOOT: 

            At the close of your shooting day, always allow time for a recheck of all of the equipment that should be in the bag.  If there are any items missing or if any of the equipment is damaged, tell the appropriate person immediately. Always check in your camera and any other equipment you borrowed with the Media Center in the Library. 

            


