21st Century Technology Teams Unit/Project Plan 
(Based upon ISTE & UbD models – Used with permission)

NOTE: Completed Unit/Project Plan must be submitted electronically by 11/15/09

Teachers’ Names: Kyle Ashton

Grade Level(s): 4th

Content Area(s): Social Studies, Literacy, Technology

Unit/Project Title: African Storytelling

Stage 1: Desired Results

Essential Question(s) – What essential question(s) are you addressing?  

How can values be expressed through storytelling?

Standards, GEs, and 21st Century Skills – What do you want students to know and be able to do?  You must have at least one of each of the following.  (Please include the descriptions for each standard, GE, and 21st Century Skill)

Content Standards:

H&SS 3-4:4

Students conduct research by…

· Referring to and following a plan for an inquiry.

· Locating relevant materials such as print, electronic, and human resources.

H&SS 3-4:7

Students communicate their findings by…

· Giving an oral, written, or visual presentation that summarizes their findings.

H&SS 3-4:16

Students examine how different societies address issues of human interdependence by…

· Explaining how a community promotes human rights.

· Identifying and describing ways regional, ethnic, and national cultures influence individuals’ daily lives (e.g., reading myths and legends to learn about the origins of culture). 

· Giving examples of ways that she or he is similar to and different from others (e.g. gender, race, religion, ethnicity).

R4: 10

 Demonstrate initial understanding of key elements of literary text by…

• Identifying or describing character(s), setting, problem/solution, major events, or plot, as appropriate to text; or identifying any significant changes in character(s) over time

• Identifying the characteristics of a variety of types of text (e.g., literary text: poetry, plays, fairy tales, fantasy, fables, realistic fiction, folktales, historical fiction)

R4: 13 

Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts, citing evidence where appropriate by…

• Identifying author’s message or theme 

    EXAMPLE: “What was the author trying to say about friendship in this story? (e.g., friendship begins with accepting differences)”

• Describing main characters’ physical characteristics or personality traits; or providing examples of thoughts, words, or actions that reveal characters’ personality traits 

W4: 11 In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line plot/series of events by…

• Creating a clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end

• Establishing a problem and solution

W4: 12  Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by…

 • Using relevant and descriptive details

 • Identifying characters



IT Standards (NETS*S, VT GEs):

 VT GEs

IT3-4:1 Basic Operations and Concepts

· Launching a program from the desktop

IT3-4:4 Communication

· Creating a slide presentation including title slide, graphics, text, voice, sound related to topic and documentation of sources.

IT3-4:5 Research, Problem Solving and Decision Making

· Using multiple resources including:

· Library catalog

· Electronic resources

· Internet web pages

· Navigating to various websites by typing a URL into a browser or using a list of links identified by the teacher.

· Navigating using forward, back, home, and refresh.

· Using hyperlinks to navigate the worldwide web.

 NETS*S

1. Creativity and Innovation : Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology, Students:
   a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.
   b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

2. Communication and Collaboration: Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. Students:
   a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.
   b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.
  d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

3. Research and Information Fluency: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information, Students: 
   a. plan strategies to guide inquiry
   b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources    and media.
   c. evaluate and select informational sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.

5. Digital Citizenship: Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. Students:
    a. advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology.
    b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

6. Technology Operations and Concepts: Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations. Students:
   a. understand and use technology systems.
   b. select and use applications effectively and productively.



21st Century Skills:

Core Subjects and 21st Century Theme:

Global Awareness

Learning and Innovation Skills:

Creativity and Innovation

Communication and Collaboration

Information, Media and Technology Skills:

Media Literacy

ICT(Information, Communication, and Technology) Literacy

Life and Career Skills:

Initiative and Self-Direction

Leadership and Responsibility

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence and Assessment Tools

Assessment Evidence – What will students do or produce to demonstrate their mastery of each standard, GE, or skill?  (Note: All standards, GEs, and skills listed above must be addressed).

Performance Task(s): Create a Digital Story that exemplifies the characteristics of African Myths and Fables seen in their Oral Storytelling.

Other Evidence: Use classroom wikispace, internet browsing and podcasts to research, read, and listen to traditional African Storytelling. Students will work collaboratively in groups.

Assessment Tools – How will you assess what students do or produce? How will students know if what they’ve done is “good enough”?  (Note: All standards, GEs, and skills listed above must be addressed).


Rubric:
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Other Tools: Daily assessments on group work (Checklist), Short responses comparing African Storytelling and American Myths

Stage 3: Learning Plan

Overview – This is a short summary of the lesson or unit including assignments or possible products.

In this unit, students will be working on creating a digital story for our school wide Africa Day. To reach that final product the students will be using internet research tools, such as google and a class wikipage, along with resources from the library to study what values can be found in African Oral Storytelling.  Throughout the unit they will use their prior knowledge of fables to compare how the African Stories illicit strong values through their characters with those that they have read.  Students will show their understanding of these values by creating their own “African Story.” 

Resources – What resources will you use in your project (e.g., digital tools, web pages, print resources, etc.)?

-Class Wikispace (includes articles, podcasts, videos, sounds, and pictures)- www.mrashtons4thgrade.wikispaces.com
- Aesop’s Fables by Aesop

· Books from School Library

· Microsoft Photo Story

Preparation – What student needs, interests, and prior learning provide a foundation for this lesson?  How can you find out if students have this foundation?  What difficulties might students have?

Students will need to have prior learning experiences on many topics for this unit. Students will need to have a grasp on the technology piece of this unit. Students will have had to been introduced and exposed to the photo story programs, as well as internet research and using a wiki site. In terms of the literacy aspect of this unit the students will have completed a unit on Fables prior to the African Storytelling Unit. This will ensure that students have been exposed to these types of literacy and have had the experience of finding meaning in literacy in terms of life lessons and values.

Management – What strategies will you use to manage the project (e.g., benchmarks for tracking student progress, plans for grouping students, a scheme for allocating and sharing technology, etc.)?  How and where will your students work (e.g., classroom or lab, individually or in groups, etc.)?

To help in the management of this project, I will use, daily, informal assessments to make sure that students are on task and have the abilities needed to complete the task. If these assessments show they do not, I will be able to allocate more time in assisting this students until they have the abilities needed. Students will be grouped randomly, but in groups that will work effectively. It is important that the students in my class be able to work together which each individual in the classroom. The students will work in the computer lab on this project. They will be in groups of two, leaving each group to have their own computer. If lab time is not sufficient, the mobile lab will be brought into the classroom.

Timeline for Instruction and Activities – List the learning activities you will use and provide a timeline that indicates what students must complete and by when.

This project will be completed on a 3 week timeline.

Week 1 will consist of the students getting familiar with African Storytelling. Students will be presented with some examples of African Stories. Discussions will begin on similarities and differences between these stories and the Fables we previously researched.

Week 2 will consist of the research aspect of the unit as students begin researching African Stories through online researching. With this they will begin to develop the basis of their “African Story.”

Week 3 will consist of the students putting the final touches on their African Stories. Students will also be developing their photo stories using, pictures from the sites listed in the classroom wikispace and by using a voice recorder to record their written African Story. 

Instructional Strategies – Describe how you will use any of the strategies listed below in your unit/project.  NOTE: You don’t have to use them all!

Project-Based Learning: This unit incorporates project based learning. There is a  definitive essential question to guide the student. Students will be researching and then representing this research in a photo story project. Students will be working in  collaborative groups. Students will be using multimedia resources to complete their projects. These are all essential in Project Based Learning.

Differentiated Instruction:  Differentiation will occur in this unit through the various means of research the students will be able to use. Students will be able to use reading based materials, auditory based materials, and visual materials through video. Differentiation will also occur in the outcome of the project. Those students who are technology based learners will be targeted in the photo story aspect of the project and those students who are writing based learners will have the opportunity to create their own story.

Inquiry-Based Learning: 

Constructivism: 

Learning Centers: 

Collaborative Groups:  Students will work in collaborative groups to complete this project. Along with the collaborative groups we will briefly discuss multiple abilities with the students so that each student knows their group members all have something, individually, that they can contribute to the groups. This will allow for much more efficient and effective working groups.

Other: 

Closure and Reflection – How will you wrap up the unit (e.g., a culminating activity)?  How will students reflect upon their work?  

This unit will be wrapped up with a school wide activity. Each grade level will present their project based off of African Culture. The students will present their African Stories on a projector for the entire school to see. It will be a great opportunity for the students to also see what their classmates have done. After seeing their classmates Photo Stories the students will answer a reflection question. This question will ask, “How can my story help someone else?” This will give the students the chance to see the true value in their stories.

Adapted from:  National Educational Technology Standards for Students, Second Edition, © 2007, ISTE ® (International Society for Technology in Education), www.iste.org. All rights reserved.  
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CATEGORY �
4 �
3 �
2 �
1 �
�
Voice - Consistency �
Voice quality is clear and consistently audible throughout the presentation.  �
Voice quality is clear and consistently audible throughout the majority (85-95%) of the presentation. �
Voice quality is clear and consistently audible through some (70-84%) of the presentation. �
Voice quality needs more attention.  �
�
Voice - Pacing �
The pace (rhythm and voice punctuation) fits the story line and helps the audience really "get into" the story.  �
Occasionally speaks too fast or too slowly for the story line.  The pacing (rhythm and voice punctuation) is relatively engaging for the audience.  �
Tries to use pacing (rhythm and voice punctuation), but it is often noticeable that the pacing does not fit the story line.  Audience is not consistently engaged.  �
No attempt to match the pace of the storytelling to the story line or the audience.  �
�
Images �
Images create a distinct atmosphere or tone that matches different parts of the story.  The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.  �
Images create an atmosphere or tone that matches some parts of the story.  The images may communicate symbolism and/or metaphors.  �
An attempt was made to use images to create an atmosphere/tone but it needed more work.  Image choice is logical.  �
Little or no attempt to use images to create an appropriate atmosphere/tone.  �
�
Economy �
The story is told with exactly the right amount of detail throughout.  It does not seem too short nor does it seem too long.  �
The story composition is typically good, though it seems to drag somewhat OR need slightly more detail in one or two sections.  �
The story seems to need more editing.  It is noticeably too long or too short in more than one section.  �
The story needs extensive editing.  It is too long or too short to be interesting.  �
�
Grammar �
Grammar and usage were correct (for the dialect chosen) and contributed to clarity, style and character development.  �
Grammar and usage were typically correct (for the dialect chosen) and errors did not detract from the story.  �
Grammar and usage were typically correct but errors detracted from story.  �
Repeated errors in grammar and usage distracted greatly from the story.  �
�



CATEGORY �
1 �
2 �
3 �
4 �
�
Explanation of Life Lesson �
No solution is attempted or it is impossible to understand. �
The solution to the character's problem is a little hard to understand. �
The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is somewhat logical. �
The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is logical. There are no loose ends. �
�
Creativity of Explanation �
There is little evidence of creativity in the story. The author does not seem to have used much imagination. �
The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story. The author has tried to use his imagination. �
The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has used his imagination. �
The story contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has really used his imagination. �
�
Originality of Overall Story �
Story has no originality and can be found directly in other resources �
Originality is somewhat evident, but characters and life lesson have been seen before. �
Originality of story is evident, has original characters but life lesson resembles that of another story. �
Originality is evident, has original characters, and takes new approach to life lesson. �
�






