21st Century Technology Teams Project Plan 
(Based upon ISTE & UbD models – Used with permission)
	Teacher’s Name: Erin Sorenson

	Grade Level: 1st Grade

	Content Area(s): Science/Social Studies and Technology

	Project Title: “All About Me” with Digital Media in 1st Grade


Stage 1: Desired Results

Essential Question(s) – What essential question(s) are you addressing?  

	Who are you, and what makes you special and unique?
How are you like your classmates/different from your classmates?
How can technology help us get to know each other better?




Standards, GEs, and 21st Century Skills – What do you want students to know and be able to do? You must have at least one of each of the following.  
	Content Standards: 
Science
S1-2:40  (DOK 2)

· Students demonstrate their understanding of Human Heredity by…

· Observing and comparing their physical features with those of classmates and other organisms.
Communication 
GE 1.5 Speaking
· Students use verbal and nonverbal skills to express themselves effectively.

	IT Standards (NETS*S, VT GEs): 
From the VT GEs:
IT1-2:1 Students demonstrate proficiency in the effective use of technology by…
Use of Operating System and Standard Features of

Applications
•      Launching a program from the desktop using a shortcut or alias.

•      Minimizing applications.

•      Logging in and out of a computer.

•      Creating, opening, and saving a document.

From the ISTE/NETS:

Creativity and Innovation:

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students:

· Create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

Digital Citizenship:
Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. Students:

· Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

	21st Century Skills

(Taken from http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=350&Itemid=120)
Information, Technology and Communications Literacy:

Apply Technology Effectively
· Use technology as a tool to organize and communicate information 

 


Stage 2: Assessment Evidence and Assessment Tools
Assessment Evidence – What will students do or produce to demonstrate their mastery of each standard, GE, or skill? (Note: All standards, GEs, and skills listed above must be addressed).
	Performance Task(s): The performance tasks for each GE are listed below it in blue.

S1-2:40: Human Heredity
Students demonstrate their understanding of Human Heredity by…

· Observing and comparing their physical features with those of classmates and other organisms.

Each Photo Story will include a digital photo of the creator and a friend. In the audio recording for their Photo Story productions, students will include the statements, “This is me and my friend __________. We are alike and different. We are alike because….” and “We are different because….”
If a student chooses to create a Flip video presentation, they will introduce a friend and include the above-listed statements in their narration.

Communication 
GE 1.5 Speaking
· Students use verbal and nonverbal skills to express themselves effectively.
Students will verbally narrate their “All About Me” presentations, either through direct narration while being filmed on a Flip video camera, or through a spoken microphone recording when creating their Photo Story presentations. 
IT1-2:1-Use of Operating System and Standard Features of Applications

•      Launching a program from the desktop using a shortcut or alias.

•      Minimizing applications.

•      Logging in and out of a computer.

•      Creating, opening, saving, and printing a document.
Students will create an “All About Me” presentation using Photo Story 3 or a Flip video camera. They will have to master the above-listed tasks in order to access the program and to create their final product, although printing will not be necessary for this project. Students doing the video presentation will be required to upload their videos and review and save them on our school’s network.
From the ISTE/NETS:

Creativity and Innovation:

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students:

· Create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

Students will create a Photo Story or Flip video presentation. These presentations will then be posted on our classroom blog to share with families.
Digital Citizenship:

Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. Students:

· Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.
Students will be using several technology tools that must be shared: digital cameras, Flip video cameras, and computers, in order to create their end products. They will need to work effectively in partnerships and small groups to complete these tasks.
21st Century Skills

Information, Technology and Communications Literacy:

Apply Technology Effectively

· Use technology as a tool to organize and communicate information.
Students will begin to demonstrate their ability to organize and communicate information about themselves using Photo Story 3 or the Flip video camera. This will be done with a lot of assistance from the teacher, classroom assistants, and adult classroom volunteers. 



Assessment Tools – How will you assess what students do or produce? How will students know if what they’ve done is “good enough”?  (Note: All standards, GEs, and skills listed above must be addressed).
	Rubric for “All About Me” Photostory—This rubric assess the content included in the Photo Story, the science skills, and the student’s attitude and cooperation skills. I plan to use my interactive whiteboard to project the rubric for everyone to see. I will explain each component as we go so students know what is expected of them. 

	Rubric for “All About Me” Flip Video-- This rubric assess the content included in the Flip camera video, the science skills, and the student’s attitude and cooperation skills. I plan to use my interactive whiteboard to project the rubric for everyone to see. I will explain each component as we go so students know what is expected of them.

	Tech Skills Checklist.doc—I will use this checklist to note when I see students using the skills listed. These skills are from the relevant Vermont and ITSE GEs/Standards.
I will also take anecdotal notes of students’ understandings of the science content and ability/willingness to participate and use technology. 


Stage 3: Learning Plan
Overview – This is a short summary of the lesson or unit including assignments or possible products. 
	At the beginning of each school year, we spend a lot of time establishing the classroom community, including getting to know each other, making classroom rules together, and learning/practicing the daily routines. This is part of the Responsive Classroom approach, which recommends that the first six weeks of school be spent creating the classroom community. 

This project—creating a presentation using Photo Story 3 or a Flip camera video—is one of the core learning activities in a month-long, cross-disciplinary “All About Me” unit. Students will be shown examples of both type of presentation—I will create a Photo Story and a Flip video introducing myself to the class using the structure I want the children to use. We will also create a Photo Story about our class to help students see what’s involved in making a Photo Story, and we will do the same with a Flip video presentation. They will then decide which type of presentation they wish to create.
One of the main goals for this project is for students to use technology to get to know one another better, as well as to appreciate the similarities and differences among us. Students will learn to take digital photos and use them in Photo Story 3. Their final product, a Photo Story presentation, will include musical and narration to accompany the photos. Or, if they choose to do a Flip video presentation, they will work collaboratively to complete this project—one student will record the video while the main subject introduces him/herself to the class using the criteria specified in the Flip video rubric. Students will alternate roles so that every student who wishes to create a Flip video experiences both using the Flip camera and being the “star of the show.”


Resources – What resources will you use in your project (e.g., digital tools, web pages, print resources, etc.)?
	· A collection of children’s books that fit with the theme All About Me (such as The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown, The Colors of Us by Karen Katz, I Like Me! by Nancy Carlson, many books by Kevin Henkes, and lots more!) 
· Art materials: glue, paint, scissors, colorful “community” paper—to create the self-portrait collage students will include in their presentations.
· My sample “All About Me” Photo Story to demonstrate for students what the end product will look like. This will also serve as inspiration for the project. My students in the past have loved the Photo Story presentations, I have created, so I suspect showing them my Photo Story will be motivating.

· Sample “All About Me” Flip video presentation—also about me—to help students decide which format they’ll choose for their own presentation.

· My classroom interactive whiteboard will be used to display the example Photo Story and Flip video as well as to demonstrate how to create both of these final products.

· Digital tools: Interactive whiteboard, classroom computers, Photo Story, digital cameras, Flip video cameras.

· My classroom blog—where I will post students’ final presentations for families and our class to see. The blog can be viewed at http://mrssorensonfirstgrade.blogspot.com 
· The school’s computer lab—this lab is equipped with enough computers for the entire class and an interactive whiteboard, which may be used to help me demonstrate using Photo Story and the Flip cameras any time I want children to have ready access to their own computer workstation while I’m teaching.


Preparation – What student needs, interests, and prior learning provide a foundation for this lesson?  How can you find out if students have this foundation?  What difficulties might students have?

	As far as accommodating student interests, students have always enjoyed the “All About Me” unit, as it allows them to introduce themselves to the class and get to know about their classmates. This unit helps students discover interesting facts about each other and helps students make connections to each other that they may not have made otherwise. To me, this lesson meets many student needs, such as the basic need most humans have to feel part of a community, to share information about oneself, and to connect with others.   

I anticipate that some students may be intimidated by the idea of using the digital cameras, Photo Story 3, or the Flip cameras (but mainly Photo Story 3). I will try to help alleviate this anxiety through several whole group modeling experiences, as well as opportunities for students to try using these tools during other times during our day (outside of when we’re working on this project). I will also arrange to have extra adult assistance during the times that students will be working on their multimedia presentations. 


Management – What strategies will you use to manage the project (e.g., benchmarks for tracking student progress, plans for grouping students, a scheme for allocating and sharing technology, etc.)?  How and where will your students work (e.g., classroom or lab, individually or in groups, etc.)?

	--Ample whole-group modeling of technology equipment
--Teacher-created samples of final products

--Several opportunities for students to try the various technologies (computers, digital cameras, Flip video camera, etc.) before starting their own presentations.

--Anecdotal notes/observations to determine student interest/readiness for project.

--Students will be divided according to which project they choose to do: Photo Story 3 or Flip video presentations. Since I do not know what children will choose, I cannot specifically plan for where we’ll work, but we will be working in smaller groups (not whole class).
--Options for workspace: My classroom (would probably work best for Flip video creation) and the Computer Lab (would probably work best for Photo Story 3 creation). 

--Student groupings: Flip video students will work in pairs or trios. Photo Story 3 students will mainly work individually with help from those around them. There will be at least two adults with each group.


Timeline for Instruction and Activities – List the learning activities you will use and provide a timeline that indicates what students must complete and by when.

	I envision this as a six-week-long unit. The products in this unit do not have a “due date,” as the nature of first grade is that learning experiences are flexible and fluid and do not always have a firm ending point. I have to be flexible and see how students do with each project. Please note that the “All About Me” Photo Story 3 and Flip video presentations projects that are part of a larger unit of study. This plan details the Photo Story and Flip video components, but touches on the other aspects to give readers an idea of the “bigger picture.” 
Week 1: 
Kick off to “All About Me” unit, including: read-aloud of theme-related books, decorating of nametags, “Brown Bag Sharing” about ourselves, sharing of favorite books, polls on enlarged charts, and various other Responsive Classroom “getting to know you” activities. Begin self-portrait collage and nametags that will go with them. Take digital photos of all students (and model how to use the digital camera). I will introduce students to the “All About Me” unit and to the Essential Questions during these first few days.
Week 2: 
Continue read-alouds, “getting to know you” activities, self-portrait collages. Show students my Photo Story and Flip video presentations. Engage in conversation about what they think about each one. Explain how they will be working on a project like one of these sometime soon. Show students our class blog page, and explain that when they do their presentations, I will post them to the blog for their families to see.
Create a whole-class Flip video presentation: I will demonstrate how to use the Flip camera, and students will have a chance to speak in front of the camera. I will ask each child to complete the following sentence: “The important thing about (child’s name) is that I ________________.” This is an extension activity to The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown. We will watch this video together after I post it to the blog. 

Week 3: 

Continue activities described above (as necessary). 
Work with digital cameras: I will demonstrate how to use digital cameras and students will take portrait photos of each other and learn how to upload/save them. They will have three photos of themselves total: one is a portrait type photo, one is a photo of the student with a friend, and the other is a photo of the student demonstrating something they are good at doing. These photos will be used in their Photo Story presentations and may be used for another major project in this unit (an “All About Me” lap book for open house). 
Create a whole-class Photo Story presentation: I will demonstrate how to use Photo Story 3 to create an “All About Our Class” Photo Story. I will show students how to open the program, select digital photos to use (one photo of each student will be included in the presentation), and how to incorporate music and voice into the presentation. Students will be invited to come to the microphone at the computer to record the following sentence: “My name is ________ and I am _________.” They will use an adjective to describe themselves. This connects to an ongoing effort to increase students’ vocabularies (we will have already talked about words that can describe us.)
Weeks 4 and 5:

Continue ongoing activities described above. Begin “All About Me” Quilt—a related art project. Students will begin their Photo Story 3 or Flip video presentations. I will show students my examples of each type of project again using the interactive whiteboard, and then each student will tell me privately which project he/she would like to do. I want students to tell me privately which they prefer so they are not swayed by their classmates’ opinions. 
I anticipate the Photo Story presentations will take longer to produce—probably at least eight, 30-minute sessions in the computer lab. Students will mainly work independently on the Photo Story, with help from available adults. I expect the Flip video presentations will take about the same length of time, because students will work in groups of 2 or three, which will take longer. They will also have to rehearse what they’re going to do and say before they have a friend record their video.
Week 6:

Finish-up project time: This week will be dedicated to making sure our major projects are completed in time for Open House: the self-portrait collage, the lap book, the quilt, and the Photo Story or Flip video presentations.

Share Photo Story and Flip video presentations: We will gather in our classroom meeting area and watch everyone’s “All About Me” introduction on our interactive whiteboard. These will all be posted to the blog for families to see, and I will have the blog site open during our Fall Open House for families to view if they haven’t been able to see them at home. Children will have a question and answer period after their presentations. 

I will use the interactive whiteboard to help students complete the appropriate rubric for their Photo Story or Flip video project.


Instructional Strategies – Describe how you will use any of the strategies listed below in your unit/project.  NOTE: You don’t have to use them all!
	Differentiated Instruction: This unit/project is differentiated by learning style—there are activities in the unit that appeal to each learning style. This particular project is differentiated by both process and product. When thinking about the final product for the technology component of the “All About Me” unit, I thought it was important to offer a choice that is most likely to appeal to the Intrapersonal learning style (the Photo Story, since students won’t have to speak directly to a camera and will work more independently) and the Interpersonal learning style (the Flip video presentation, which requires students to work collaboratively and to be somewhat dramatic in front of a video camera). So students will use different processes to get to get to the same learning outcomes (I hope!).  

	Inquiry-Based Learning: This unit/project is inquiry-based in that I will be presenting students with three Essential Questions at the beginning of the “All About Me” unit. I will provide them with activities that will help them arrive at the possible answers for these questions, but I will not be “spoon feeding” them the answers. As we progress through the unit, I will be asking students to reflect on the Essential Questions, and I will adjust my instruction accordingly to ensure that all students are “getting it.” I realize that inquiry-based learning is often guided by student questions, and I will be mindful to listen for any student inquiries that we should explore further. We will use the Essential Questions I’ve created as a starting point.

	Project-Based Learning: Since Project-Based Learning, “teaches students 21st century skills as well as content,” I believe the creations of the “All About Me” Photo Story/Flip video presentations fit this requirement. Students will have to use communication and presentation skills, organization and time management skills, research and inquiry skills, self-assessment and reflection skills, and group participation and leadership skills.

“Project Based Learning allows students to reflect upon their own ideas and opinions, exercise voice and choice, and make decisions that affect project outcomes and the learning process in general.” Students will have ample opportunity for reflection on the process and the product, they will have choice in what they produce as an outcome.

Quotations taken from http://pbl-online.org/About/whatisPBL.htm

	Constructivism: The unit as a whole is based on constructivist theories, as I anticipate that students will gain answers to the Essential Questions of the unit through experiences in several activities that should help students discover more about themselves and their peers.

	Learning Centers: 

	Collaborative Groups: In this project, some students will work in collaborative groups—those creating Flip videos will be required to work in groups of two or three students. Those who choose the Photo Story presentations will likely need support from their peers to help them navigate a new program, but they will not be formally working in groups.

	Other: 


Closure and Reflection –  How will you wrap up the unit (e.g., a culminating activity)?  How will students reflect upon their work?  

	Students will share their Photo Story or Flip video presentation with the class in our classroom on the interactive whiteboard, and they will be asked to take questions from the audience after showing their presentation. I will also post these presentations on our classroom blog, as long as I have the appropriate permission from parents. If possible, I will have some students share their presentations at a School-Wide Meeting, which is an all-school assembly that takes place twice per month. At our Open House in October, these presentations will be available on our classroom computers for families who were not available to view them previously.
I will also be asking students to reflect on the Essential Questions, and I envision doing this through several whole-class discussions, including one at the culmination of the “All About Me” unit. If students seem to be comfortable with being video recorded, I may use the Flip camera to record their responses, so that I have a permanent record of their learning.

Finally, students will also complete rubrics for their Photo Story or Flip camera presentations, and I will meet with each student to show them my feedback.


Adapted from:  National Educational Technology Standards for Students, Second Edition, © 2007, ISTE ® (International Society for Technology in Education), www.iste.org. All rights reserved.  
