21 Century Technology Teams Unit Plan Template 
(Based upon ISTE & UbD models – Used with permission)
	Teachers’ Names:   Susanna Paterson

	Grade Level(s):  7

	Content Area(s):  Social Studies, Library Class


Stage 1: Desired Results

Essential Question(s) – What essential question(s) or learning are you addressing?  

	What were different viewpoints in the Civil War?  How did conflicting viewpoints bring the country to war?  




Standards – What do you want students to know and be able to do?  

	Standards:

History and Social Sciences 

Standard 6.6 c

Student use historical methodology to make interpretations concerning history, change, and continuity.  This is evident when students 

· collect and use primary sources in building original historical interpretations.

Standard 6.4 

 United States

    Civil War and Reconstruction

Students identify major historical eras and analyze periods of transition in various times in their local communities, in Vermont, in the United States and in various locations worldwide to understand the past, the present, and the relationship between the two.  This is evident when students

· investigate the social, political and economic causes and effects of the Civil War.

Standard 6.18

Students analyze the nature of conflict, how they have been or might be resolved and how some have shaped the divisions in various times of their local community, Vermont, the United States, and the world.  This is evident when students

· aa:  Explain a conflict by recognizing the interests, values, perspectives and points of view of those directly and indirectly involved in the conflict.  

Grade Expectations:

History and Social Sciences 7-8: 7

· Students communicate their findings by developing and giving oral, written or visual presentations for various audiences.

History and Social Sciences 7-8: 9

Students show understanding of how humans interpret history by

· identifying different types of primary and secondary sources and evaluating the possible biases expressed in them.

· evaluating attitudes, values and behaviors of people in different historic contexts.

Best Practices:
E1 Arts, Language and Literature

· d.  Writing used as a tool for learning across the curriculum.

E2 History and Social Sciences

· f.  Opportunities to report on research in various forms.

American Association of School Libraries

Standards for the 21st Century Learner

3.  Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

   Skills

       3.1.2:  Participate and collaborate as members of a social and intellectual network of learners.



	IT Standards (NETS*S, VT GEs):

VT GEs

IT 7-8:5:  Students demonstrate use of technology for research by

· Locating information that is accurate, relevant, appropriate and identifying possible bias (opinion vs. fact) using a variety of electronic resources.  

NETS 

2.  Communication and Collaboration

Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.  Students

· Interact, collaborate and publish with peers, experts or others employing a variety of digital environments and media

American Association of School Libraries

Standards for the 21st Century Learner

3.  Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 

   Skills


       3.1.4:  Use technology and other information tools to organize and display knowledge and understanding in ways that others can view, use, and assess. 




Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Assessment – What will students do or produce to illustrate their learning?  How will you assess what they do or produce?  

	Performance Task(s):

After thinking about their characters in terms of their roles and places in society, students will create a creative profile of characters by answering questions about family, social and economic standing, and work.   The profile should be historically authentic and well thought out.  

A rubric will measure: 

· Description of character’s circumstances

· Authenticity

· Completion.

Using this profile, as well as images, songs, narratives and facts, students will write comments in response to blog page topics.  Comments should relate to the topic and should reflect the character’s perspective.  

A rubric will measure:

Content

· How thoroughly researched

· Length

· Unique perspective

Creativity

· Point of View

· Innovations in voice and characterization

Technology

· Navigation of site and links

· Ability to log on

· Ability to post comments

       

	Other Evidence:


Stage 3: Learning Plan

Overview – This is a short summary of the lesson or unit including assignments or possible products.

	 In connection with a social studies unit on the Civil War, students in Library class will explore different viewpoints and opinions of the people involved.  In the first class, students will be given a card with a historic photograph and a role, i.e. Union Soldier, War Widow, or Quaker Man.  On the back of the card is our blog URL, a username, and a password.  Students will research the general role of the person they are given (i.e. what is the life of a soldier like?) and will write creative answers to a number of more personal questions about what the person in the photo believes, where he/she lives, social status, etc.  

  After researching and answering these questions, students will explore the topic pages on the blog, following links, reading letters, listening to songs, and looking at images.  Each student will write comments about the topic from their character’s point of view and post them on the page.  

  Students will read other students’ comments and will respond.  The result will be a collage of perspectives on Lincoln, Slavery, the Confederacy, and Economics.  We will discuss how clashing perspectives led the country closer to war.

  Ideally, with more time at the end of the unit, students will also create an image/voice combination with an image from each topic (i.e. Lincoln) with characters’ comments being read while the picture is shown.  Voicethread or Photostory will be used for this additional product.   




Resources – What resources will you use in your project (e.g., digital tools, web pages, print resources, etc.)?

	· I will use edublogs.org as the blog site.   Find edublogs at edublogs.org.  See our blog at ourcivilwar.edublogs.org.  Blog pages are:  Lincoln, Slavery, Economics, and the Confederacy and include images, links, songs and documents.

· Images for characters and content for blog page topics will be found primarily by using the American Memory Project on the Library of Congress website.  Character titles and URLs where photos used can be found are below.  

Characters:                      URLs of pictures:

Confederate Soldier - http://www.sherpaguides.com/georgia/civil_war/blue_gray_trail/index.html
Union Soldier - http://www.sherpaguides.com/georgia/civil_war/blue_gray_trail/index.html
Free African American Woman - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm
Confederate Girl - http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/wright/wright.html
Plantation Owner - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm#
Slave Woman - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cwpb+01474))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=cwpb:m856sf
Abolitionist - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm#
Union Boy Soldier (left) - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm#
Northern Soldier (right) - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm#
Quaker Man - http://www.mathewbrady.com/portraits.htm#
Vermont Union Soldier - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:1:./temp/~ammem_uh7v::

Confederate Boy Soldier - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:29:./temp/~ammem_26u4::

Union Cook - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:4:./temp/~ammem_5yci::

Escaped Slave (in Canada) - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:8:./temp/~ammem_5yci::

Escaped Man (in Canada) - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:8:./temp/~ammem_5yci::

Soldier’s Wife - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?cwar:4:./temp/~ammem_AbEg::

Confederate Drummer Boy - http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/cwar:@field(NUMBER+@band(cwp+4a40887))
Southern War Widow - http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/dag:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3d02015))
Union Woman - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cwpb+01663))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=cwpb:m856sf
Slave Man - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(ppmsc+00057))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=ppmsc:m856sf
Union Officer’s Wife - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cwpbh+03130))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=cwpbh:m856sf
Confederate Spy - http://womenshistory.about.com/library/pic/bl_p_civil_war_cdv3.htm
Army Nurse - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/S?ammem/cwar:@field(SUBJ+@od1(Nurses+))
Union Girl - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(cwpb+01663))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=cwpb:m856sf
Slave Boy - http://lcweb2.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?pp/ils:@filreq(@field(NUMBER+@band(ppmsc+00057))+@field(COLLID+cwp)):displayType=1:m856sd=ppmsc:m856sf
African American Officer - http://valley.vcdh.virginia.edu/perl_scripts/search_images.cgi?search_type=adv&id_num=afam74L3659&orig_location=all&place

=all&subject_type=all
Northern Businessman – (not available)

Southern Child - - http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/dag:@field(NUMBER+@band(cph+3d02015))
· We will read a passage from Red Moon at Sharpsburg by Rosemary Wells to illustrate differing perspectives in the Civil War, as well as a portion of the afterward from Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis to provide students with some background information on the Canadian free settlement of African Americans.    

· Students will find information by using WorldBook Online and by searching the internet.  

· Some useful websites, on hard-to-find topics, posted to the school library blog are:

CIVIL WAR WOMEN
 

http://crm.cr.nps.gov/archive/25-04/25-04-9.pdf - great general resource

 

http://userpages.aug.com/captbarb/femvets2.html -profiles of women

 

http://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1993/spring/women-in-the-civil-war-1.html - women soldiers

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/lincolns/wworld/index.html - women’s rights, medical care, literary women

 

http://www.civilwarhome.com/civilwarnurses.htm - civil war nurses

 

http://www.civilwarhome.com/links7.htm#women - list of sites about women

 

http://library.duke.edu/specialcollections/bingham/guides/cwdocs.html - primary source diaries

 

 

 

CIVIL WAR CHILDREN

 

http://www.civilwarhome.com/boysinwar.htm - boys in the civil war

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/children_civilwar/child_soldiers.cfm - boys in the civil war

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/children_civilwar/children_civilwar_menu.cfm - Includes parts from memoirs

 

 

 

SOLDIER LIFE

 

http://www.nps.gov/archive/pete/mahan/kidspageintro.html - soldiers’ daily life




Preparation – What student needs, interests, and prior learning provide a foundation for this lesson?  How can you find out if students have this foundation?  What difficulties might students have?

	Students will have:
· An introduction to the Civil War in library class

· Civil War studies in Social Studies class

· A history of posting book reviews as comments on a blog

· A connecting lesson in Art class wherein students draw the portrait of their character

Difficulties students may experience:

· Lack of enough background information, due to timing of project

· Limited time

· Technological problems

· Difficulty differentiating the research vs. creative writing parts of this project

To counter difficulties I will:

· Introduce Civil War content, especially that which relates to each page.

· Talk to the social studies teacher about his timeline and curriculum

· Potentially downsize the number of comments I require 

· Encourage students to write comments in Word, then copy and paste them to the blog

· Separate research and creative writing in two different classes.  Go over expectations, with examples.




Management – How and where will your students work (classroom, lab, groups, etc.)?

	Students will work on this project in weekly 55 minute library classes.  The class will meet in the library and will go to the lab after any needed content introduction or technological instruction.  

Students will work individually on computers in the lab.     




Outline and Timeline for Instruction and Activities – List the learning activities you will use and provide a timeline that indicates what students must complete and by when.

	1st class – Hand out character cards and go over project.  

2nd class –Discuss and do “general” research on characters on computers. 

3rd class – Continue research.  Hand out and go over character questions.  Students can begin answering questions as they develop their research.

4th class – Students continue working on character questions.  We log onto the blog for the first time.

5th class – Character questions are due.  Students may begin exploring blog pages and creating comments.

6th class – Students should have at least one comment posted.  

7th class – Students should have a second comment posted.

8th class – Students should have a third comment posted.  If finished, students may begin working on Voicethread or Photostory.

9th class – Students explore each others’ comments, continue the discussion, work on Voicethread/Photostory and present.  




Instructional Strategies – Describe how you will use any of the strategies listed below in your unit.  NOTE: You don’t have to use them all!

	Project-Based Learning: 

	Differentiated Instruction: 

	Inquiry-Based Learning: 

	Constructivism: 

	Learning Centers: 

	Collaborative Groups:  Collaborative learning will take place through the blog as a meeting grounds.  Students will post comments, will read each others comments, and ideally have time to reply to the things that have been said.  They work toward a group snapshot and understanding of the many different perspectives of the time period.



	Other: 


Closure and Reflection – How will you wrap up the unit?  How will students reflect upon their work?  

	Students will have the chance to go on computers and read others’ comments.  They may comment in their characters’ voice.  We will discuss the variety of views that came together, and highlight some of the views that were not able to be reconciled.  

Students’ portraits of their characters, completed in art class, will be shared.

If time allows, students will have had the chance to put images and their comments into Voicethread or Photostory. These will be presented to the class.  




Adapted from:  National Educational Technology Standards for Students, Second Edition, © 2007, ISTE ® (International Society for Technology in Education), www.iste.org. All rights reserved.  
